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THE  1870-CC  HALF  DOLLAR: 
A  CLOSE  EXAMINATION 
by 

David  Lange 

With  a  mintage  of  just  54,617  pieces,  the  1870-CC  half  dollar  ranks  as  the 
third  rarest  coin  in  the  Seated  series,  exceeded  in  rarity  only  by  the  1853-0 
without  arrows  and  rays  and  the  1878-S.  Kamal  Ahwash  has  estimated  that 
perhaps  thirty  to  forty  specimens  have  survived  in  all  grades.  While  I  feel  that 
this  figure  may  be  a  bit  conservative,  the  coin  is  still  to  be  respected  for  its 
rarity.  Evidence  of  this  rarity  is  to  be  found  In  a  random  sampling  of  46  auct- 
ion catalogues  dating  from  1976  to  1982.  In  this  survey,  the  1870-CC  appeared 
four  times,  with  the  pieces  grading  about  good,  good,  nearly  fine,  and  gem 
uncirculated.  It  was  the  appearance  of  the  latter  piece  which  provided  the 
opportunity  for  writing  this  article,  as  this  gem  specimen  formed  a  bridge 
between  two  previously  unrelated  dies. 

In  view  of  the  small  number  coined  of  this  date,  one  would  ordinarily  ex- 
pect to  find  just  a  single  pair  of  dies.  M.L.  Beistle,  in  his  book  A  Register  of 
Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties,  seems  to  bear  this  out,  as  he 
lists  only  one  variety  for  the  1870-CC.  The  obverse  is  described  as  having  no 
drapery.  The  reverse  features  what  Beistle  describes  as  a  small  mintmark; 
but  this  can  be  very  confusing  for  a  person  not  familiar  with  Carson  City 
half  dollars,  as  Beistle's  "small"  CC  is  actually  the  largest  of  three  known 
sizes  for  halves  of  this  mint.  For  this  variety  the  C's  are  equidistant  from  the 
feather  tip  and  the  right  C  is  equidistant  from  the  feather  tip  and  the  olive 
stem  and  is  slightly  lower  than  the  left.  This  is  Beistle's  Variety  1 A  and  is  il- 
lustrated here  as  Variety  3. 


1870-CC  Half,  Variety  3,  Reverse  A. 
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In  his  book  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins  Don 
Taxay  seems  to  concur  with  Beistle's  finding  of  just  a  single  variety  for 
this  date  by  his  omission  of  any  reference  to  varieties.  I  took  this  informa- 
tion to  be  more  or  less  conclusive  until  I  happened  upon  another  variety 
while  upgrading  my  collection.  This  led  to  an  actual  search  for  new 
varieties  and  to  the  discovery  that  there  exist  for  this  date  two  obverse  dies 
and  two  reverse  dies  for  a  total  of  three  varieties. 


1870-CC 
50(p 


RIGHT  C  Higher 


Variety  1  features  the  most  perfect  of  the  obverse  dies  known  to  me  In 
that  it  possesses  nearly  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  and  does  not  appear  to 
have  any  cracks  or  other  defects.  It  is  mated  to  the  same  reverse  as  found 
on  Variety  3.  The  coin  illustrated  here  is  the  aforementioned  gem  and  was 
lot  1694  in  Stack's  February,  1982  sale  of  the  Robison  Collection.  At  least 
one  other  uncirculated  piece  exists,  and  is  noted  by  Taxay  as  being  in  the 
Dupont  Collection.  I  don't  know  if  this  second  example  is  of  the  same  varie- 
ty as  the  one  included  here. 
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1870-CC  Half,  Variety  1.  Gem  uncirculated  specimen 
from  Stack's  Robison  Sale,  February,  1982. 

Variety  2  possesses  the  same  obverse  as  Variety  1,  but  in  a  later  state 
with  the  drapery  significantly  reduced  as  a  result  of  die  polishing.  The 
reverse  has  the  large  mintmark  found  on  all  Carson  City  halves  through 
1872,  but  the  placement  is  slightly  different.  The  left  C  is  a  little  more  to  the 
right,  while  the  right  C  is  higher  than  the  left.  Die  clash  is  evident  at  the 
right  side  of  the  shield  and  this  would  account  for  the  obverse  polishing. 


1870-CC  Half  Variety  2,  Reverse  B,  right  C  higher 
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The  third  variety  features  a  second  obverse  die  on  which  the  drapery  has 
been  completely  removed.  This  is  probably  the  most  common  variety,  as 
reference  is  frequently  made  in  catalogues  and  retail  lists  to  the  "no 
drapery"  feature  of  this  date.  Determining  the  relative  rarity  of  each  of  these 
varieties  is  made  difficult  by  the  overall  rarity  of  this  coin  as  a  date.  The 
coin  is  rarely  seen  at  bourses,  and  persons  who  are  unable  to  attend  auc- 
tions will  be  forced  to  rely  on  catalogue  illustrations  alone. 

In  addition  to  the  "drapery"  versus  "no  drapery"  feature,  a  second  means 
exists  for  distinguishing  between  the  two  obverse  dies.  The  solution  lies  in 
the  placement  of  the  date.  In  both  instances  the  arrangement  of  the 
numerals  in  the  date  relative  to  one  another  is  the  same,  reflecting  the  pro- 
bable use  of  a  logotype,  or  gang-punch.  However,  the  placement  of  the  date 
in  relation  to  the  border  does  differ  slightly.  On  Varieties  1  and  2,  a  line 
drawn  vertically  through  the  0  will  pass  between  denticles  while,  on  Variety 
3,  the  same  line  will  pierce  a  denticle. 


1870-CC  Half  Variety  3,  Obverse  2,  0  centered  over  denticle. 


It  seems  difficult  to  imagine  how  several  varieties  could  exist  for  a  date 
with  a  mintage  of  just  54,617  pieces  when  such  a  coinage  could  have  been 
executed  in  a  day  or  two  from  dies  which  would  be  expected  to  survive 
three  or  four  times  as  many  strikings.  The  answer  lies  in  the  rate  at  which 
coins  of  this  date  were  struck.  R.W.  Julian,  writing  in  "Coins",  has  shown 
that  the  coinage  of  the  1870-CC  half  dollar  did  not  occur  as  the  result  of  a 
single  mass  effort,  but  rather  was  distributed  over  many  months.  The  first 
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pieces  were  delivered  by  the  coiner  on  April  9,  and  deliveries  of  from  2,000 
to  5,000  coins  per  month  were  typical  through  December.  Only  one  large 
delivery  is  reported,  22,887  pieces  having  been  turned  out  in  July,  1870. 
These  figures  don't  seem  so  strange  when  one  learns  that  deposits  of  bul- 
lion at  the  Carson  City  Mint  were  sporadic  and  small.  Such  evidence  makes 
it  easier  to  explain  the  appearance  of  multiple  dies  and  die  states.  The  dies 
used  for  coining  each  deposit  were  almost  certainly  returned  to  storage  after 
the  strikings  had  been  completed.  Upon  receiving  another  quantity  of  plan- 
chets,  the  diesetter  would  then  have  selected  a  pair  of  suitable  dies  without 
making  any  conscious  effort  to  employ  the  same  ones  used  previously. 
Even  were  he  to  choose  the  same  dies,  such  dies,  had  they  not  been  proper- 
ly stored,  would  exhibit  signs  of  corrosion  as  is  frequently  seen  on  dimes 
from  this  mint.  The  probability  of  rusted  and  pitted  dies,  along  with  the 
strong  clashmarks  found  on  Variety  2,  would  account  for  the  "partial 
drapery"  and  "no  drapery"  die  states  common  to  this  date.  Such  imperfec- 
tions in  the  dies  could  have  been  removed  through  polishing  of  the  dies. 

Of  the  three  varieties  described  herein,  I  have  examined  specimens  of 
Varieties  2  and  3  alone,  the  other  being  known  to  me  only  through 
photographs.  Both  varieties  studied  have  153  reeds  around  the  edge,  and  I 
believe  that  it's  reasonably  safe  to  assume  that  this  is  characteristic  of 
1870-CC  half  dollars.  It's  important  to  make  note  of  such  information,  as  the 
1870-CC  half  dollar  is  a  tempting  target  for  those  whose  skills  include  the 
adding  of  mintmarks. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  investigating  and  reporting  on  this  rare  date,  and  it 
is  my  hope  to  eventually  own  examples  of  all  three  varieties  or  to  at  least 
have  examined  them  firsthand.  Collectors  wishing  to  acquire  an  example  of 
this  date  are  cautioned  that  they  are  indeed  rare  and  particularly  so  in  the 
most  often  sought  grades  of  fine  through  extremely  fine.  A  small  number 
have  survived  uncirculated  or  nearly  so,  but  by  far  the  most  commonly  en- 
countered grades  are  about  good  through  very  good. 

The  three  pictures  of  the  1870-CC  halves  were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman 
at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corporation  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 


SEATED  HALF  DOLLARS 


LSCC  ^87 


$35.00 
$  9.75 
$67.00 
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JIM  CARR  INC. 

Jim  Carr  —  A  Name  You  Can  Trust 

Below  you  will  find  a  select  group  of  Seated  type  coins. 
HALF  DIMES 


1846  Nice  original  fine   $195 

1846  VF  rare,  mintage  27,000  pieces  295 

1856  CHOICE  BUMS63  410 

1 858  CHOICE  AU  +  nice  toning  1 25 

1858  Select  BU  MS63  +   395 

DIMES 

1 879  Select  BU  MS63,  rmintage  1 5, 1 00  pieces  $800 

QUARTERS 

1839  No  drapery,  nice  AU  $250 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays  XF  +  95 

1 877  CHOICE  BU  MS63  +  +  625 

HALVES 

1 886  AU,  mintage  5886  pieces  $395 

DOLLARS 

1843  Original  XF   $250 

1847  BU  Proof  like   750 


Terms  of  Sale: 

1.  21  day  full  return  privileges  on  all  coins  in  original  holders, 

2.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine. 

3.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

4.  No  charge  cards. 

5.  Want  lists  solicited. 

JIM  CARR  INC. 
RFD#3  Box  13 

Pelhom,  New  Hampshire  03076 
Tele  (603)  635-2821 

Jim  Carr  -  ANA,  LSCC,  CNA 
Dave  Carr  -  ANA,  LSCC 
Denise  Huxley  -  ANA 
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THE  BLUNDERED  DIE  1866-S  HALF  DIME 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 

After  all  the  years  that  I've  looked  at  these  lovely  Irttle  forerunners  of  the 
nickel,  the  half  dimes,  one  would  think  that  I'd  seen  them  all.  Then 
something  shows  up  that  makes  you  wonder  if  you  aren't  really  blind. 
Anyway,  a  friend  in  Northern  California  who  likes  these  little  pieces  asked 
me  to  check  out  one  of  his  coins.  It  was  an  1866-S  half  dime  and  he  men- 
tioned that  there  was  something  peculiar  about  it.  He  sent  the  coin  to  me 
and  at  first  glance  it  appeared  like  all  the  others  I'd  seen  and  have  in  stock. 
It  ony  took  another  quick  look  and  there  It  was,  a  blundered  die.  The  18  was 
first  struck  up  into  the  base  to  the  right  of  the  shield  and  to  the  left  of  the 
pendant.  I  have  attributed  the  coin  as  it  will  appear  in  my  new  book  on 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes. 

1866-S  Blundered  Die,  1  and  8  punched  into  base.  The  left  base  of  the  1  in 
the  date  falls  over  the  right  part  of  a  denticle.  The  pendant  falls  in  a  direct 
line  over  the  extended  outside  right  edge  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  first  6. 
The  digits  are  centered  and  evenly  spaced.  Just  left  of  the  pendant  one  can 
see  a  digit  8  punched  into  the  gown.  Only  the  bottom  loop  of  the  digit 
shows.  Just  to  the  left  of  this  8  punch  one  can  see  the  bottom  left  base  of  a 
1  punch  quite  clearly.  On  the  reverse  the  mintmark  is  high  and  slightly  right 
of  center.  The  right  ribbon  end  is  very  close  to  the  wreath  but  does  not 
touch  it.  The  left  ribbon  end  touches  the  wreath. 

All  of  the  1866-S  half  dimes  that  I  have  examined  have  been  from  the 
blundered  die.  This  is  the  only  die  that  I  have  found  to  date.  If  you  find 
anything  else  please  let  me  know. 


THE  1866-S  QUARTER 
by 

Bill  Cregan 

Issue  #20  of  the  Journal  contained  an  interesting  chart  listing  the  fre- 
quency of  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  dates  and  mintmarks  as  advertised  by 
dealers  in  Coin  World.  The  chart  carefully  tabulated  the  results  from  low  to 
high  grades  over  a  one  year  span.  This  chart  produced  some  interesting 
results  and  contained  a  few  surprises.  These  surprises  included  the  scarci- 
ty of  many  New  Orleans  issues  of  the  1850s  and  the  single  appearance  of 
the  1866-S  in  a  low  circulated  grade. 

Recently  I  took  advantage  of  a  rare  opportunity  and  purchased  an  1866-S 
quarter  from  a  dealer  in  the  Santa  Ana  Valley  of  California.  I  was  also  ex- 
tremely fortunate  to  purchase  this  issue  at  the  price  of  a  common  date  with 
motto  type  Seated  Quarter.  Apparently  the  dealer  who  sold  this  piece  to  me 
for  a  mere  $8  was  aware  of  its  value  only  as  a  type  coin,  and  not  as  a  very 
scarce  date  within  that  type.  This  incident  has  always  reaffirmed  my  belief 
that  many  dealers  never  bother  to  acquaint  themselves  with  rarities  within 
the  Seated  series,  but  lump  them  together  as  coins  for  type  sets.  But  this 
knowledge  gap  supplies  the  Seated  Collector,  especially  a  subscriber  to 
the  Journal  who  has  read  about  and  is  aware  of  scarce  dates,  marvelous  op- 
portunities for  fun,  surprises  and  tidy  profits. 
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The  1866-S  purchased  is  a  full  very  fine  with  pristine,  mark  free  surfaces. 
Coloration  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  is  a  light  gray,  with  rich  gold  toning 
along  the  rims.  The  obverse  has  two  small  rim  nicks,  and  the  edges  have  a 
couple  of  small  bruises.  The  reverse  has  a  streak  of  light  scraping  around 
the  mintmark  and  into  the  bottom  lettering.  It  is  covered  by  the  gold  toning. 

Overall,  the  striking  is  somewhat  weak,  but  it  is  even  on  both  sides. 
Obverse  and  reverse  both  grade  very  fine,  as  opposed  to  the  split  grading 
necessary  on  many  Seated  issues  due  to  weakness  of  strike  or  worn  dies 
on  one  side.  The  coin  exhibits  the  small  "S"  mintmark  as  seen  on  all  "With 
Motto"  pieces  of  this  era  and  I  suspect  the  total  mintage  for  the  1866-S  was 
struck  from  a  single  pair  of  dies. 

Scarcity  wise,  I  feel  the  1866-S  is  very  underrated,  even  in  relation  to  its 
sparse  28,000  mintage.  Arguably,  it  might  be  as  scarce  as  the  1864-S,  that 
appears  at  least  five  times  as  often  for  sale  as  the  1866-S. 

Stretching  rarity  even  further,  the  1866-S  might  rank  in  rarity  with  the  Car- 
son City  Quarters  minted  from  1870-73,  which  are  all  scarce.  However, 
should  the  price  of  the  1866-S  rise  in  a  fair  proportion  to  its  rarity,  maybe 
more  pieces  will  appear  in  the  marketplace.  Maybe  even  an  AU  specimen 
will  appear  if  it  exists. 

A  photo  of  the  1866-S  quarter  described  is  included  with  the  article. 
Hopefully  it  will  cover  any  points  missed  or  answer  questions  raised  by  this 
narration. 
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SUNSET 

NUMISMATIC  INVESTMENT  COUNSELING  SERVICE 
Liberty  Seated  Type  Specialists 

DIMES 

1843-0     Nice  gray  toning  XF-40/40   $700 

1 845-  0     Choice  original  irridescent  gray  toning  XF-45/45  No  marKs  800 

1 853       Arrows,  choice  original  dark  gray  XF-40/45  No  marks  88 

1858-  S     Choice  AU-55  +  /55  +  ,  No  noticeable  wear  or  marks,  lightly  cleaned 

yet  attractive,  very  rare  975 

1859       Fully  struck  with  Proof  qualities,  wire  rim,  superb  original  gray 

gold  irridescent  toning  MS-65  +  /65  +  7950 

1860-S     XF-40/40  nice  195 

QUARTERS 

1843       Choice  VF-30/30,  nice  original  $50 

1 849-  0     Choice  XF-45  +  /45  -I-  Proof  like  toned,  very  rare  4950 

1850-  0     VG-8  50 

1851        VF-20/20  nice  original   90 

1853       Arrows   &   Rays,   superb   original   gold   brown  toning 

XF-45  + /45+ wire  rim  199 

1856       AU-50nice  80 

1865-  S     VF-25/25  nice  original   250 

^1866-S     Choice  VF-30/30  nice  original   500 

^1867        VF-25/25  nice  original   275 

^1869       Choice  VF-35/35  nice  original   525 

,.1870-CC  Ex-Stack's  Robison  Feb.  1982,  VF-20/20  original  steel  gray 

irridescent  toning.  Rare  2900 

1870-CC  Choice  VF-35/35  nice  original  irridescent  gray,  toned  like  last  coin. 

Super  exceedingly  rare   5500 

1872-CC  VG-8  discolored,  near  full  LIBERTY  260 

1872-CC  Choice  VF-30/30  nice  original  gray  1250 

1 872-  CC  Choice  VF-35/35.  Ex-Stack's  Robison  Feb.  1 982,  very  rare  1 500 

1 873       No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  XF-45/45  400 

1873-  CC  Arrows,  Choice  VF-30/30.  Ex-Stack's  Robison  Feb.  1982.  Lustre, 

pale  russet  toning,  very  rare  No  Discount   1875 

1875-  CC  Choice  XF-40/40  nice  original,  underrated  400 

1876-  CC  Fine  reeding,  VG  25 

1876-CC  Fine  reeding,  Fine-1 2/1 2,  Large  CC,  nice   49 

1876-CC  Fine  reeding,  pale  steel  toning,  nice  sharp  MS-60/60.  No  marks  and 

no  rubbing,  looks  choice   480 

1891-0     Choice  XF-40/40,  nice  colorful  toning  600 

1891-0     Choice  XF-45/45,  lustrous  and  rare  775 

HALVES 

1866-  S     NoMotto,  original  gray  toning,  XF-40/40    $^40 

1882       Superbfrosty  gem  MS-65  + /65+  No  Discount   4290 

DOLLARS 

1840       Very  nice  AU-55/55,  toned  $875 

1846-  0     Choice  AU-55  +  /55+  original  lustre,  gray  toned,  very  well  struck 

and  not  bag  marked,  a  super  coin   975 

1848       XF-40/40  nice  enough  and  not  baggy  700 

1859-  S     Proof  like  gray  toning,  AU-50  baggy,  actually  very  little  if  any  wear  1250 

CONDITIONS 

1.  Everything  goes  postpaid.  5.  Graded  by  ANA  standards. 

2.  Money  orders  preferred,  checks  6.  Everything  absolutely  genuine, 
must  clear.  7.  5%  OFF  up  to  $500 

3.  Call  to  reserve  coin  orders  anytime.         10%  OFF,  $500  and  up. 

4.  Full  30-day  return. 

TIMOTHY  J.  JEWISON 

R.R.  4,  Box  89  •  Waseca,  Minnesota  56093 
Tele  (507)  835-5757 
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FURTHER  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  1853-0  NO  ARROWS  HALF 

by 

David  J.  Davis 

Opening  up  the  Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  25,  the  advertisennent  on  the  in- 
side cover  immediately  drew  my  attention.  Pictured  was  an  1853-0  N/A  half, 
ungraded  and  priced  at  the  princely  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  ($35,000) 
dollars.  Now,  such  an  amount  exceeds  my  modest  coin  budget  and  I  real- 
ized I  could  not  immediately  write  a  check  for  it.  But,  I  do  know  a  couple  of 
people  with  nice  half  dollar  collections  and  wondered  if  they  were  giving  it 
some  thought. 

Leafing  through  the  Journal,  I  came  to  page  9  and  the  article  on  the 
1853-0  N/A  halves  by  Roy  D.  Ash.  N/lore  than  a  coincidence,  I  suspect!  I  went 
back  to  the  ad!  No  name  given!  The  mystery  grew!  I  read  the  article  and 
some  nagging  thoughts  arose.  I  recalled  having  most  of  the  catalogues 
mentioned,  except  for  the  J.  Colvin  Randall  sale  of  1885  and  the  H.O. 
Granberg  sale  of  1920.  It  was  off  to  my  library  to  start  the  search.  I  pulled 
out  the  Bowers  &  Ruddy  Galleries  November  28-29,  1979  catalogue  of  The 
Garrett  Sales  for  the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  It  told  me  the  VF-20  sold  for 
forty  thousand  ($40,000)  dollars.  I  understand  that  the  coin  was  purchased 
by  Stack's  for  a  prominent  collector  and  for  our  purposes  has  disappeared 
until  that  collection  is  sold.  It  also  says,  ".  .  .The  research  by  Richard  A. 
Bagg,  of  our  staff,  has  verified  the  existence  of  four  specimens,  including 
the  one  offered  here."  Now,  I  could  not  stop  until  I  got  a  few  answers.  How 
many  coins  are  there?  What  did  the  1853-0  N/A  half  go  for  in  the  Clarke 
Sale?  The  Menjou  Sale? 

The  Garrett  catalogue  suggests,  "Additional  information  concerning  this 
coin,  including  correspondence  regarding  it  from  noted  half  dollar  resear- 
cher M.L.  Beistle,  may  be  found  in  The  History  Of  United  States  Coinage  As 
Illustrated  By  The  Garrett  Collection  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Quoting  from 
there. 

On  January  11,  1929,  M.L.  Beistle,  president  of  the  Beistle  Company, 
manufacturers  of  "seasonable  tissue  paper  novelties,"  wrote  to  John 
Work  Garrett.  Later  that  year  Beistle  published  a  comprehensive  book 
on  United  States  varieties  of  half  dollars,  a  reference  which  was  to  re- 
main a  standard  in  the  field  until  Al  C.  Overton's  research  superseded  it 
in  the  1960s. 

As  you  perhaps  know,  during  the  past  15  years  I  have  been  specializing 
in  half  dollars,  and  at  the  same  time  I  have  been  writing  up  a  check 
book,  and  now  I  have  this  just  about  ready  to  go  to  press. 

It  appears  that  you  have  the  only  1853  half  dollar  (New  Orleans  Mint) 
without  Rays  and  without  Arrows,  and  I  was  wondering  if  you  would 
care  to  send  this  to  me  for  examination  and  listing,  and  then  I  would 
give  you  credit  in  my  book  as  owning  same.  I  would  also  like  to  photo- 
graph it  along  with  a  few  other  rarities.  My  book  will  contain  seven  or 
more  photograph  inserts.  .  . 
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On  January  17,  1929,  John  Work  Garrett  replied: 

I  have  no  objection  at  all  to  my  half  dollar  of  1853  without  Rays  and 
without  Arrows  being  photographed,  but  I  make  it  a  practice  not  to 
send  any  of  my  pieces  away.  Perhaps  I  could  have  such  photographs 
as  you  want  made  here,  but  I  should  like  to  tell  you  what  a  pleasure  it 
would  give  me  to  have  you  see  my  collection,  and  I  wonder  if  you  could 
not  come  down  here  some  day  to  look  it  over.  .  . 

By  the  way,  the  half  dollar  which  you  mentioned  is  from  the  New 
Orleans  Mint,  and  I  have  heard  that  it  is  not  unique,  though  I  do  not 
know  where  another  specimen  is  to  be  found. 

On  January  18,  1929,  Beistle  replied  that  his  business  schedule  did  not 
permit  a  trip  to  Baltimore.  Accordingly,  on  February  6,  1929,  John  Work 
Garrett  responded: 

Mr.  Duffield,  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  has  been  good  enough  to 
make  photographs  suitable  for  publication  of  the  1853-0  50  cent  piece 
without  rays,  and  also.  .  .1  am  sending  these  photographs  to  you  for 
such  use  as  you  may  wish  to  make  of  them.  .  . 

I  pulled  out  my  1964  reprint  of  A  Register  Of  i-lalf  Dollar  Die  Varieties  & 
Sub-Varieties  by  M.L.  Beistle.  It  says,  ". .  .Exceedingly  rare.",  no  mention  of 
J.W.  Garrett.  I  check  all  of  the  plates,  no  sign  of  the  1853-0  N/A  half.  I  do  not 
know  what  happened. 

I  got  out  my  Stack's  catalogues,  "Dupont  '54",  "Empire  (Cass)  '57",  "R.E. 
Cox,  Jr.  '62",  and  "Dr.  E.  Yale  Clarke  '75".  The  price  jumps,  $3000,  $5000, 
$7000,  and  finally  to  $24,000.  Not  a  bad  price  for  a  coin  considered  to  be  the 
only  one  available  to  collectors.  I  picked  up  two  more  pieces  of  information. 
The  coin  was  pictured  in  the  Dupont  catalogue,  the  grade,  ". .  .This  coin  is  a 
little  better  than  the  Eliasberg  Specimen.  Fine,.  .  The  Clarke  catalogue 
says,  ".  .  .a  letter  from  Art  Kagin  to  R.E.  Cox,  Jr.  which  ultimately  became  a 
bill  of  sale,.  .  .".  Art  Kagin  confirmed  that  he  sold  the  piece  to  R.E.  Cox,  Jr. 
He  said  he  bought  it  because  he  likes  to  own  rarities.  He  lamented  about 
the  fact:  "that  some  of  the  really  rare  coins,  such  as  this  one,  command  a 
lot  less  than  the  Bastards,  like  the  1804  dollar  and  the  1913  nickels".  One 
more  temporary  owner.  But,  there  seems  to  be  a  discrepancy  about  the 
grade. 

I  pulled  out  Numismatic  Galleries  The  Adolphe  Menjou  Catalogue,  June 
15-17,  1950.  The  coin  is  not  pictured  and  was  graded  VG.  And  wouldn't  you 
know'it,  no  prices  realized.  We  do  not  know  what  Eliasberg  paid  for  it  but  his 
coin  is' now  graded  F-15.  The  "Dupont"  coin,  now  being  advertised,  was 
graded  Fine  and  is  now  called  G-6.  What  has  happened?  Did  the  Stack's 
cataloguer  err?  Have  grading  standards  been  that  inconsistant  in  the  past 
thirty  years?  Assigning  an  F-12  grade  to  the  Eliasberg  coin  should  mean 
that  Mr.  Ash  has  been  both  coins  or  received  such  information  from  a  good 
source  I  hope  any  additional  facts  available  on  these  pieces  will  be 
published  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Journal.  About  the  fourth  speciman,  I 
believe  I  can  help.  I  did  some  checking.  A  call  to  Richard  A.  Bagg,  of  Bowers 
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&  Ruddy  Galleries,  netted  the  following:  "The  Garrett  Sale  listing  was  a 
typographical  error.  Trying  to  manage  the  data,  on  more  than  2000  coins,  in 
such  a  short  time  got  to  be  too  much."  He  only  knows  of  three  1853-0  N/A 
halves. 

So,  the  1853-0  stays  In  the  "orphan  class".  I  may  not  be  able  to  contribute 
any  more  to  this  story,  but  I  would  like  to  hazard  a  guess.  Now  that  the 
Eliasberg  collection  of  U.S.  gold  coins  has  been  sold  it  seems  likely  that 
the  rest  of  the  coins  will  also  eventually  be  sold.  Thus,  there  is  the  possibili- 
ty that  another  1853-0  N/A  half  may  come  on  the  market.  I  doubt  if  the  G-6 
would  bring  more  than  $25,000  in  today's  market.  I  hope  time  proves  me 
wrong.  I  will  be  looking  forward  to  the  H.O.  Granberg  story  and  the  pictures 
of  the  other  specimens. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 


1838  G-VG6  $9  1861 

1839  F-12   22  1862-S 

1 840-0  No  Drapery,  F-12  21  ^i  864 

1840  Drapery,  VG-8  scarce  22  1864-8 

1840-0  Drapery,  VF-25   59  1864-S 

1841  AbtF-10  + /12scarce  59  1865 

1842-  0  Large  date,  AbtVF-1 5/20  25  1865-S 

1843-  0  Large  0,  scarce  AG-3   39  1867-S 

1845  F-1 2,  sm.  scr.  below  date  .  .  .  .  1 3  1867-8 

1847-0  Perfect  Rev.  VF-XF35   198  1868 

1848  VG-8   22  1870 

1848  VF-25  65  1871 

1849  VG-10   19  1871-8 

1850-  0  VG  rough  7  1872-CC 

1851-  0  VG-8rare  119  1873 

1851-0  F-12   249  1873 

1853/2  No  Arr.  F-1 2,  rare  365  1873-8 

1 853  W/A  XF-40/45  porous  39  1 875-CC 

1 854  VF-35,  lite  scratches  22  1 875-CC 

1854-  0  AbtVF-15+   23  1876-8 

1855  F-VF15  18  1877-CC 

1 855-  0  VF-25  scarce  1 09  1 877-8 

-1855-8  VF-20   .79"  1878-CC 

1856  F-VF15  13  1878-8 

1856-  0  Ch.  XF-AU  45/50   99  1881 

1857-  0  VF-30  32  1882 

1857-  8  F-VF1 5,  field  scratch   109  1889 

1858-  0  Abt.XF  35/40   55  1890 

1859-  8  F-12,  scarce  115  1891-8 

1860-  0  Ch.  XF45,  once  cleaned  75 

1860-8  VG10/G6,  very  scarce  129 


Ch.  XF-AU45  +  /50,  nice  $69 

F1 2/1 5  scarce  89 

Abt.  XF35  +  /40  scarce  95 

Fr-AG2/3,  rare  65 

Abt.  F-1 0+   199 

VF-25/30  scarce  89 

VF-XF35/40,  sm.  dig  69 

F-1 2  scarce,  scratch  59 

VF-XF35/40,  porous  obv  98 

VF-XF35/40,  rim  ding,  scarce195 

VG-8+  scarce  35 

F-VF1 5  39 

G6/AG3  very  scarce  125 

G6/AG3  very  scarce  159 

Closed  3,  F1 2/ VF20,  porous  .110 

Arrows  VF-20   42 

G-4  slightly  rough  7 

VG-8,  scratch  by  date  39 

VG-8+   49 

Abt.  XF35  +  /40  22 

F-12  10 

VF-20  11 

Abt.  XF35  +  /40nice  49 

F-1 2  scarce  85 

VF-30  once  cleaned,  scarce  .  1 39 

F-1 2  scarce  119 

VG-8  scarce  99 

F-VF-1 5,  tiny  scr.  in  field  89 

VF-XF35   32 


Grading  conforms  to  ANA  standards.  14-day  Return  Privilege  for  any  reason. 
I'm  not  happ];  until  you  are  -  Bill 

Checks  must  clear  unless  known  by  me.  otherwise  Instant  Service. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  U-17B1    •    Mobile,  Alabama  3B68B 
Phone  (205]  B43-2B31         LSCC  #"70 
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FURTHER,  FURTHER  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE 
1853-0  NO  ARROWS  HALF  DOLLAR 
by 

Roy  D.  Ash 

No,  I'm  not  clairvoyant  as  the  title  of  this  short  article  might  indicate.  The 
simple  explanation  is  that  Mr.  David  Davis  was  courteous  enough  to  send 
me  a  draft  of  his  article,  same  subject.  Instead  of  waiting  three  months  to 
reply  to  his  questions  I  thought  it  appropriate  to  include  them  in  the  same 
issue. 

First,  it  was  certainly  no  coincidence  that  the  article  and  advertisement 
on  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  half  appeared  in  the  same  issue.  This  particular 
coin  has  always  intrigued  me  and  when  I  obtained  the  opportunity  to 
photograph  it  and  present  the  article  for  publication,  I  also  obtained  permis- 
sion to  present  the  coin  for  sale.  The  next  owner  of  this  rarity  will  likely  be 
an  investor  or  a  Liberty  Seated  collector.  This  seemed  an  ideal  time  to  make 
the  coin  available  to  the  latter  group.  No  mystery,  I  just  don't  use  my  name 
on  advertisements.  For  the  record  the  name  "Autumn  in  the  Shenandoah" 
comes  from  the  names  of  my  two  daughters  and  their  names  inturn  from  my 
favorite  time  of  the  year,  a  Virginia  valley  and  river  that  I  and  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son believe  to  be  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world.  Now  you  have  a  true 
mystery. 

Enough  on  daughters  and  back  to  coins,  although  I'm  not  sure  which  are 
the  most  expensive.  As  to  the  relative  grades  of  the  three  specimens,  the 
Garrett  specimen  stands  at  a  conservative  VF-20.  I  will  have  photos  of  this 
coin  for  the  Journal  in  a  later  issue.  I  knew  the  Dupont  specimen  was  only  a 
G-6  and  was  led  to  believe  that  the  coin  referenced  in  the  "Red  Book"  under 
the  F-12  column  was  the  Eliasberg  specimen.  Apparently  the  publishers 
reflected  the  grading  from  the  Dupont  catalogue  rather  than  the  coin  itself 
and  I  deduced  incorrectly  as  to  which  specimen  they  were  listing.  I  have  not 
personally  observed  the  Eliasberg  coin,  but  I  do  hope  to  obtain  photos  for 
future  publication  in  the  Journal.  That  was  my  original  intention  when  I 
started  this  triology,  to  present  photos  of  all  three  known  specimens  and 
verify  their  respective  grades.  At  this  point  I  would  assume,  if  any  of  the 
older  catalogues  are  close  to  accurate,  that  the  Eliasberg  coin  would  grade 
between  VG  and  Fine. 

I,  too,  verified  the  typographical  error  in  the  Garrett  catalogue  listing  4 
vice  3  known  specimens.  As  to  financial  worth  of  a  rare  coin,  who  can  say; 
afterall  prices  are  all  relative.  But  as  I  expressed  in  my  first  article,  I  believe 
this  half  dollar  is  under-appreciated  versus  some  of  the  other  "Kings"  of 
U.S.  coinage.  What  would  a  G-6  example  of  a  Brasher  Doubloon  bring  today, 
I  would  imagine  in  excess  of  $35,000. 

Anyway,  I  do  appreciate  Mr.  Davis'  discussion  on  my  first  article.  At  least 
I  know  that  someone  read  it  and  good  discourse  on  the  Liberty  Seated 
series  can  only  benefit  the  club  as  a  whole;  if  fact  more  comments  and 
opinions  from  more  members  would  make  for  a  healthy  exchange  of  ideas. 
Now,  thanks  to  these  two  articles  I've  got  to  think  of  two  new  titles  for  my 
remaining  articles. 

16 


HALF  DIMES 

1 838       AU-50,  original  toning  $1 00 

1 849  AU-50,  light  magenta  toning  .  1 20 

1853  W/A,VF-20  15 

1854  W/A,VF-20  15 

1854       W/A,XF-40  original   40 

1856       VF-30  20 

1856  XF-40,  super  coin  36 

1857  VF-30  17 

1859  VF-30  55 

1859-  0     VG-10   12 

1860  F-15  10 

1860-  0     VF-30  24 

1861  XF-40  27 

DIMES 

1 840  No  Drapery,  VF-20,  rare  ...  $1 75 

1841-0     G-6,  Small  o  8 

1841-  0  VF-35,  Small  0,  beautiful 

toning  65 

1 842-  0     VF-30,  gorgeous  toning  45 

1843  VF-30,  high  date  36 

1844  VF-25,  very  scarce   132 

1845-0     F-1 2,  scarce  48 

1853       W/ A,  VF-25  16 

1853  W/ A,  XF-40,  original  toning  .  35 

1 854  W/ A,  XF-40,  original  toning  .  .  44 

1856  VF-35,  large  date,  scarce  ....44 
1856-0  XF-40,  recut  date  up,  large  0  .55 

1857  VF-30  25 

1859-0     XF-40,  sharp  strike  25 

1888        XF-40  15 

1890  VF-25  8 

1 891  -S     S/S,  VF-25,  scarce  90 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0     No  Drapery,  F-1 2  ..$16 

1845/45   VF-20  24 

1845/45   XF-40,  sharp  strilte  58 

1 853       Arrows  &  Rays,  VF-30  40 

1 853  Arrows  &  Rays,  XF-40  +  90 

1853-0     Arrows  &  Rays,  F-1 5  35 

1854  W/A,  XF-40,  original  toning  .  70 

1856-0     VF-30  55 

1857        F-15  10 

1876-CC  F-12,  fine  reeding  20 

1876-CC  VF-20  22 

HALVES 

1 840  XF-40  +  ,  beautiful  toning  ...  $80 

1841  AU-50,  P/L,  2  small  rim 

dings  270 

1841-  0  AU-55  +  ,  gorgeous  red  & 

blue  toning,  large  0  220 


ANA  Grading 


HALVES 

1 842  VF-20,  large  recut  date, 
original  toning,  scarce  ...  $  80 

1843  AU-55,  P/L,  superb   220 

1843-0     VG-8   14 

,1844-0     XF-45,  sharp  strike  70 

"  1846       AU-55,  P/L,  tall  date  220 

1846-0     AU-55 +  ,  P/L,  medium  date  .220 

1847  AU-55,  P/L,  super  coin   180 

1 848  AU-50,  recut  4,  rare  variety  .  .  380 
1850-0     AU-55,  partial  drapery  160 

1 854  W/A  XF-45  original  toning  ...  80 

1854-0     W/A  VG-10,  recut  date  35 

1854-0     W/A  XF-40,  double  date  & 

obverse,  two  digs   80 

1854-0     W/ A  XF-45 +  ,  recut  date  .  .  .200 

1 854-  0     W/A  AU-55  +  ,  flawless  260 

1855  W/A  VF-20,  scarce  48 

1 855-  0     W/A  AU-55,  P/L,  recut  date  .  .  260 

1 856-  0     XF-40  52 

1858        XF-40  +  60 

1 858  AU-50,  P/L,  beautiful  coin  ...  1 80 

1858-  S     AU-55 +  ,  P/L,  large  S, 

scarce  360 

1859  AU-55,  P/L  super  toning  160 

1859-  0     XF-40  60 

1 859-  0     MS-60,  small  dig  on  arm  ....  420 

1860-  0     AU-50,  golden  toning  140 

.1861        VF-30  32 

1862       AU-55,  P/L  420 

1862-S     VF-30  40 

1862-S     AU-55,  P/L  medium  S  160 

1 866-S     W/M,  XF-45,  original  toning  .  .  90 

1869        VF-20  ■.Z2l 

1870-CC  VG10/10,  even  wear,  no 

problems  620 

1 870-S  AU-55,  no  drapery,  hairlines  .  220 
1871       AU-55,  P/L,  super  coin   160 

1 872-  CC  G/VG,  nice  coin  1 6 

1873       N/A,  AU-55,  P/L,  golden 

toning  380 

1873-  CC  N/A,  AG/G,  tough  coin   28 

1873  W/A,  G-6  16 

1874  W/A  G/VG   16 

1874-  S     G-6   20 

1875  XF-40  42 

1 875  AU-55,  P/L,  gorgeous  coin  .125 

1876  VF-25  24 

1876        XF-40  46 

1876        AU-55,  P/L  125 

1876-  S     AU-50,  smalls  120 

1877-  S     AU-55,  P/L,  small  s, 

super  coin  140 

30  Day  Return  Privilege 
LSCC  #662 


MAVERICK  COIN  CO. 

P.O.  Box  8184A 
Orlando,  Florida  32856 
Tele.  [305]  896-0460 

Specializing  in  US  1  9th  Century  silver.  If  you  have  a  want  list  or  Seated  material 
to  sell,  just  let  us  know.       Pete  Blake,  V.P. 
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AN  UNREPORTED  1858-0  HALF 
by 

James  B.  Pryor 

In  Issue  #24,  I  described  the  recut  date  1847-0  half  and  mentioned  a 
future  article  on  a  similar  coin.  If  one  were  to  describe  the  1847-0  with  recut 
date  as  'consistant',  the  1858-0  counterpart  could  best  be  described  as  'in- 
consistant'.  The  recut  parts  of  the  1858-0  are  not  quite  as  strong  as  on  the 
1847-0  except  on  the  first  digit  '1'.  At  the  left  side  of  the  digit  and  about  40% 
down  from  the  flag,  are  strong  remains  of  the  flag  of  the  initial  '1'  that  was 
cut  into  the  die.  On  top  of  the  denticle  directly  below  the  base  of  '1'  is  a 
small  triangle  of  the  original  base.  The  first  '8'  in  the  date  is  perfectly  nor- 
mal with  no  signs  of  any  other  cutting.  The  '5'  was  originally  too  high  and 
evidently  was  cut  into  the  base  of  Liberty.  About  half-way  between  the  '5' 
and  final  '8'  and  on  the  very  bottom  of  the  base  one  can  clearly  see  the  top 
of  the  flag  of  the  first  '5'.  The  most  interesting  original  cut  is  on  the  final  '8'. 
Either  the  final  '8'  is  triple  cut  or  it  is  a  final  '8'  over  a  first  cut  horizontal  '8', 
as  in  the  1846  over  horizontal  '6'.  Because  of  the  similarities  of  the  top  and 
bottom  loops  of  the  '8'  and  all  the  curves,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  for  certain 
which  was  the  case.  At  any  rate,  a  previous  cut  can  be  seen  from  the  top  of 
the  '8'  and  extending  left  into  the  field;  another  (same,  horizontally?)  can  be 
seen  from  the  right  side  of  the  top  loop  and  extending  right  downward  into 
the  field.  This  cut  is  not  as  clear  in  the  photo  because  of  the  toning  and 
because  it  is  not  quite  as  strong  as  the  first  one.  This  final  '8'  leans  to  the 
right  and  is  further  away  from  the  '5'  than  185  are  from  each  other.  Also,  in 
addition,  both  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  base  of  the  present  '1',  there  is 
possible  evidence  of  more  original  cutting  into  the  die.  On  either  side  of  the 
date,  there  are  faint  raised  die  lines  parallel  to  the  base  that  do  not  show  on 
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the  photo.  It  is  usually  difficult  to  match  Seated  coins  to  Beistle  numbers 
and  often  one  can  eliminate  a  certain  die  easier  than  matching,  but  this 
coin  seems  to  come  close  to  Beistle  5-A.  However,  all  stars  are  recut  (not 
mentioned  in  5-A,  but  in  4-D  which  my  coins  does  not  match).  Beistle  5-A 
has  the  foot  weakly  supported,  but  my  coin  has  a  strongly  supported  foot 
and  the  toe  is  enclosed.  There  is  full  drapery  at  the  elbow  and  the  coin  is  fully 
struck,  including  each  star.  The  only  thing  of  note  as  to  the  reverse  are  a 
few  die-breaks,  none  of  which  are  as  strong  as  on  the  reverse  of  my  1847-0 
half  described  In  Issue  #24.  A  die-break  occurs  in  the  very  bottom  of  all  the 
letters  in  HALF  DOL;  another  bisects  this  break  from  the  denticles  through 
the  right  side  of  the  first  'L'  extending  only  slightly  into  the  field  above. 
Another  weak  break  occurs  in  the  very  top  of  the  letters  from  right  side  of 
'U'  to  left  side  of  'T'  in  the  motto;  another  from  top  right  of  second  'S'  in 
STATES,  through  top  of  OF  and  then  to  denticles  above  left  of  first  'A'  in 
AMERICA.  There  are  several  full  and  partial  die-lines  extending  from  the 
bottom  two  claw-tips  to  the  top  of  the  branchend  and  one  die  line  midway 
between  the  top  two  leaves  on  left  to  the  wing.  I  purchased  this  coin  from 
some  now  forgotten  dealer  on  4/11/74  at  the  Central  States  Show  in  Detroit, 
Michigan.  Grade  of  the  coin  is  MS-63  and  it  has  semi-PL  surfaces.  As  a  date, 
as  one  might  expect  with  a  mintage  of  some  7,294,000,  the  1858-0  half  is 
very  common  in  the  lower  grades  and  can  be  found  with  little  trouble  in  XF  or 
AU.  However,  in  true  Unc.  I  have  found  this  date  to  be  a  real  sleeper.  For 
some  reason  this  date  just  does  not  show  up  in  nice  Unc.  like  it  should  with 
its  huge  mintage.  This  coin  is  the  nicest  overall  of  this  date  that  I  have  seen 
in  10  years  of  collecting  mint  state  Seated  Halves!!  This  1858-0  has  very 
nice  toning,  no  damage  at  all,  and  as  stated,  fully  struck  and  semi-PL.  I  col- 
lect Seated  Halves  by  date,  mint  and  variety  in  mint-state  condition,  and 
correspondence  is  invited.  Contact  James  Pryor,  P.O.  Box  469,  Mayfield,  KY 
42066,  phone  (502)  247-5814  week  days;  247-3472  nights. 
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WERE  1854  DOLLARS  QUARTERED? 
by 

Dennis  Garstang 


As  any  Seated  Dollar  collector  knows,  the  1854  dollar  is  almost 
unavailable.  There  are  a  few  XF-AU  coins  on  the  market  and  I  know  of  one 
Good  that  is  available.  With  a  mintage  of  33,140,  not  unusually  low  for  the 
series,  there  should  be  more  of  this  date  around.  This  past  fall  a  dealer 
related  a  story  to  me  that  may  partially  explain  the  lack  of  this  date  in  col- 
lector and/or  dealer  hands.  It  seems  that  back  in  the  1850's  a  businessman 
"quartered"  silver  dollars  and  passed  them  out  as  a  promotional  gimmick. 
Supposedly,  1854  dollars  were  used.  The  dealer  who  told  me  this  story 
remembered  reading  about  it  years  ago  in  the  numismatic  press.  I  claim  no 
validity  to  this  story  but  am  only  passing  this  on  to  LSCC  members  in  hopes 
someone  can  support  this  theory.  Any  information  will  be  greatly  ap- 
preciated. Write  to:  Dennis  Garstang,  Box  K,  Belle,  Missouri  65013. 


PHIL-CO 

P.O.  Box  9S86 

O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 

Tel.  314-278-5765 


Satisfaction  Completely  Guaranteed 
ANA  Grading 

Add  Postage  on  Orders  Under  $100 
Missouri  Residents  Add  Sales  Tax 


Jerry  Phillips   LSCC  #475 


HALF  DIMES 

1838-0     Good  $50 

1844-  0     VG-F   110 

1845        1845/1845  VG  18 

1845  1845/1845  VG/F  25 

1848       Fin©+  14 

1849/8     Fine -I-  25 

1853-  0     Arrows,  VG  9 

1854-  0  Partial  Doubled  Obv.  VF  39 

1872  Doubled    UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA,  F/VF  130 

1872-S     F/XF   15 

DIMES 

1838-0     VG  $40 

1845-  0     VG  33 

1846  VG  83 

1856  0     56  Recut  Up  VF-XF  45 

1868       VF  30 

1868        VF-XF   50 

1 873  No  Arr,  Closed  3,  VF  40 

1874-S     VG  40 

1890-S     Fine  15 


QUARTERS 

1839       Reverseof  1838,  VG  $23 

1 840-0     With  Drapery,  VG-F  37_ 

^850  VG  

^  1853-0     Doubled  Rev,  F-VF   42 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1845  F-VF  $55 

1846  6/Horizontal  6  Sharp  XF+  .  325 

1850       Good+   60 

1851-0     F-VF  40 

1856-S     VG  24 

1860-S     VF-XF   59 

1866-S     No  Motto,  G-VG  67 

■     1871-CC  VG  +  /F+   145 

1 873-CC  No  Arrows,  Good  63 

1 873-  CC  No  Arrows,  G-VG  1 25 

1874-  CC  VG  160 

1878-CC  Good  130 

DOLLARS 

1845        VF+   $325 

1 859-S     Scratch  on  Rev,  G-VG  1 05 

1872-CC  ANACSG/4-4   675 
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THE  UNDERPRICED  1870-CC  QUARTER 

by 

Bob  Foster 

One  of  the  most  underrated  and  underpriced  coins  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
Quarter  series  is  the  1870-CC.  This  date  is  nearly  impossible  to  locate  at 
coin  shows,  major  auctions,  and  Coin  World  ads. 

In  my  nine  years  of  collecting  Seated  Quarters  I  have  personally  seen  on- 
ly 11  different  coins  of  this  date.  Two  of  those  I  now  own.  I  have  also  seen  a 
few  for  sale  in  Coin  World  ads  in  recent  years.  Needless  to  say  whenever  I 
called  on  those  they  were  usually  sold.  One  time  I  did  call  soon  enough  and 
received  a  1870-CC  VG  on  approval.  Sure  enough,  it  was  a  fake.  The  mint- 
mark  had  been  added  to  a  Philadelphia  1870  Quarter,  easy  enough  to  detect 
if  you  know  what  to  look  for.  Whenever  I  ask  a  dealer  at  a  coin  show  if  he 
has  one  for  sale  he  usually  looks  at  me  like  I'm  crazy! 

Another  thing  has  always  puzzled  me.  Lets  compare  the  price  and 
availability  of  the  1870-CC  Quarter  to  the  1901-S  Barber  Quarter.  The 
1870-CC  has  a  mintage  of  8340.  It  is  estimated  by  some  experts  that  only 
25-30  coins  exist  in  all  grades.  I  call  that  rare/ The  1901-S  Barber  Quarter  has 
a  mintage  of  72,664. 1  have  seen  hundreds  of  these  for  sale  in  auctions,  coin 
shows,  and  advertisements.  No  one  should  ever  have  a  problem  finding  one 
in  any  grade.  Here  is  a  price  listing  from  the  September  1982  Coin  Prices 
Magazine  comparing  the  price  of  the  2  coins  in  all  circulated  grades: 


1870-CC 
1901-S 


Good 

900. 
1350. 


VG 

1500. 
1650. 


Fine 

2500. 
2300. 


VF 

3000. 
3100. 


EF 

4500. 
4500. 


The  retail  price  of  these  two  coins  has  always  been  pretty  close.  So  for 
the  same  price  you  can  buy  a  coin  that  is  many  times  rarer  than  the  1901-S 
Barber  Quarter  (if  you  can  find  one).  I  would  gladly  pay  $1000.00  for  a  full 
Good  1870-CC  Quarter.  If  Seated  Quarters  ever  become  as  popular  as  the 
Barber  series  look  for  a  drastic  increase  in  price  for  this  particular  date.  The 
1870-CC  Quarter  is  truly  a  bargain  at  any  price. 


WANTED 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
DOLLARS 

IN 

V.F.  to  E.F. 

PROBLEM  FREE  COINS  ONLY 
Write —  witih  Your  Best  Price 

EPDIE  RANOELL 

the  "ColiactoHa  Chaica^' 

25  E.  HINSDALE  AVE.  A.N.A. 

HINSDALE.  ILL.  6D521  LSCC  #324 
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A  PROFILE  OF  THE  1870-CC  DOLLAR 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


It  was  February  11,  1870,  when  Andrew  Wright,  the  watchman  at  the  Car- 
son City  Mint,  received  2,303  cartwheels,  the  first  silver  dollars  struck  at  the 
new  nnint.  Depositors  were  eagerly  waiting  to  receive  these  beautiful,  shiny, 
Gobrecht-designed  silver  dollars.  The  local  newspaper  commented,  "They 
are  very  handsomely  coined,  very  good  to  jingle,  and  powerfully  good  for 
sore  eyes."'  Thus  the  era  of  striking  dollars  at  the  famed  mint  had  begun 
with  a  total  of  12,462  coined  the  first  year. 

It  is  the  romance  associated  with  the  discovery  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
West  in  combination  with  the  interesting  history  of  the  Carson  City  Mint 
that  precipitated  my  interest  in  the  analysis  of  the  first  CC  dollars  produced 
in  Carson  City,  Nevada.  In  this  article  I  will  estimate  the  quantities  remain- 
ing of  these  112-year-old  coins  in  the  various  states  of  preservation  and 
describe  what  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  finest  1870-CC  specimens  known. 
No  attempt  will  be  made  to  fix  a  value  on  the  different  grades  of  these  coins 
since  one  can  easily  do  this  by  checking  numismatic  publications. 

To  get  a  profile  of  the  diverse  states  of  preservation  for  the  1870-CC 
dollar,  the  auction  records  for  the  1972-1980  time  period  have  been  exam- 
ined. 
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Auction  Appearances  1870-CC  (1972-1980) 

VG-8   F-12  VF-20  EF-40  AU-50  MS-60  Total  Appearances 

13        3      14       29        23        20  102 

It  is  likely  that  some  of  the  coins  listed  above  have  been  auctioned  more 
than  once  during  the  nine-year  period,  but  by  the  same  token  many  of  the 
1870-CC  dollars  in  existence  are  not  listed  in  the  auction  records.  However, 
the  conditions  of  the  coins  listed  should  give  a  means  for  approximating, 
by  calculation,  the  "average  grade"  for  this  date.  The  following  equation 
represents  the  approach  David  A.  Akers  (Paramount)  has  used  to  ascertain 
the  "average  grade"  of  a  certain  date.  Therefore,  for  the  1870-CC  we  have: 

(13  X  8)  +{3  x  12)  +  (14  X  20)  +  (29  x  40)  +  (23  x  50)  +  (20  x  60)  =  VF-38 

102 

The  1870-CC  is  the  "most  common"  Liberty  Seated  dollar  produced  by 
the  Carson  City  mint.  However,  in  choice  uncirculated  condition  (MS-65),  it 
is  extremely  rare.  The  following  rarity  estimations  for  the  various  grades  of 
Carson  City  dollars  are  given  for  comparison  purposes: 


MS-65 

MS-60 

Circulated  and  Mint  State 

1870-CC 

1-2 

10-30 

75-275 

1871-CC 

0 

less  than  10 

less  than  50 

1872-CC 

0-2 

less  than  15 

less  than  60 

1873-CC 

0 

less  than  5 

less  than  40 

The  beautiful  1870-CC  pictured  is  a  brilliant  choice  uncirculated 
specimen  in  deep  prooflike  condition.  The  surfaces  reflect  a  full  eight  in- 
ches of  print  using  the  Leroy  VanAllen  prooflike  reflectivity  scale.  The 
piece  is  virtually  free  of  bag  marks,  but  it  does  have  a  few,  very  small  inden- 
tations on  the  obverse  believed  to  be  caused  by  grit  on  the  die  at  the  time  of 
striking.  The  coin  is  well  struck  and  has  well-defined  rims.  A  faint  trace  of 
toning  is  evidenced  on  the  eagle's  shield.  The  reverse  is  rotated  clockwise 
20  degrees  with  a  noticeable  die  crack  running  from  the  denticles  through 
the  T  in  STATES  onto  the  ribbon.  The  placement  of  the  CC  mint  mark 
characterizes  the  reverse  as  a  Variety  4  specimen  as  described  in  Issue  #23 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

The  author  feels  the  coin's  grade,  its  deep  prooflike  qualities  plus  its 
rotated  reverse  makes  it  UNIQUE.  It  is  nothing  short  of  miraculous  for  such 
a  coin  to  have  survived  this  long  in  its  present  state  of  preservation. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  Carson  City  residents  carefully  set  this  piece  aside  in 
1870  as  a  keepsake  commemorating  the  opening  of  the  mint. 

Pictures  of  the  1870-CC  dollar  were  taken  by  Charles  F.  Tuttle. 


Howard  Hickson,  Mint  Mark:  "CC",  Nevada  State  Museum,  1972,  p. 19. 
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MICHAEL  VEZZETTI  COIN  CO. 


HALF  DIMES 


DIMES 


1838       XF/AU  $60 

1838  MS-63   625 

1844-0    VF  375 

1845      XF  35 

1848-  0    XF  75 

1 850  MS-63   530 

1851-0    XF  50 

1853      VF-30  22 

1854-0    XF/AU  65 

1856      VF-30  20 

1857-  0    VF  30 

1858-  0    XF  40 

1859  XF/AU  90 

1860  MS-60  195 

1861  XF/AU  35 

1862  VF  8 

1862      XF/AU  35 

1863-S    VF  35'^ 

1865-  S    Borderline  UNC  425 

1867-S    XF    110 

1868      Fine  60 

1870      XF/AU  25 

1870      Ch.  AU,  very  nice  70 

1872      XF  25 

1872-S    Ch.AU  75 

1872-S    MS-63   425 

DIMES 

1839  No  drapery  VF  $15 

1840  No  drapery  XF  50 

1842-0    VF  35 

1844      VF  100 

1847      VF  40 

1849-  0    VF  75 

1851  VF  10 

1851       XF  25 

1851-0    XF  115 

1856       XF  30 

1859-  0    VF  30 

1861       MS-63  310 

1866-  S    VF  50 

yl871       XF  CJ^ 

^  1872      VF  8 

1875  XF  JIS.^ 

1 875-CC  In  wreath  XF  v4.5^ 

1 875-CC  Below  wreath  XF/AU  6 

1875-S    In  wreath  XF  90 

1876  VF  8 

1876CCXF  25 

1877-CCXF  25 

1883      Ch.AU  75 

1888  VF  8 

1888-S    XF  18 

1889  XF  18 

1890  XF/AU  25 

1890      MS-63   300 


1890-S    VF-30   335 

1 890-  S    XF  45 

1891       XF  20 

1891       AU   45 

QUARTERS 

1838  No  drapery  VF  $45 

1839  No  drapery  VF  45 

1840-0    No  drapery,  Fine-15  25 

1840  XF  210 

1840-  0    Drapery  AU   475 

1841  XF/AU,  Scarce  425 

1841-  0    VF  60 

1841-  0    XF  160 

1842  Fine   150 

.1842-0    VF  40 

1842-  0    VF-30  65 

1842-  0    XF  110 

1843-  0    VF  70 

1844-  0    VF-30  40 

1 845  MS-63   700 

1846  Ch.AU  140 

1847  VF-30  40 

1847-0    VF-30  90 

1847-0    XF/AU  scarce  375 

1848  VF-30  160 

1848       XF  235 

1848  XF/AU  325 

1849  VF-30  110 

1849  XF/AU  280 

1 850  VF  60 

1850-0    VF  60 

1852       VF  75 

1852-0    Good,  rare  210 

1855-  0    VF-30  90 

1856-  0    VG  18 

1856-0    XF  100 

1 856-  0    MS-63   950 

1857-  0    MS-63   950 

1858-  0    VG  18 

1861       AU   85 

1864       VF  110 

1 865-S    MS-63,  very  rare  2650 

1871       Proof  63/65   675 

1871-S    XF  825 

1871-S    XF/AU  950 

1873  Open  3,  No  Arrows,  VF-30  ..  75 

1876      AU   105 

1877-S    AU   95 

1877-CC  MS-63   530 

1885      Fine   100 

1891       MS-65    1650 

1891-  S    AU   75 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S    XF  $150 
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Michael  Vezzetti  Coin  Co. 


HALVES 

1839  No  drapery  AU-55+  ...$1650 

1840  AU50/55   150 

1844      Borderline  Unc  330 

1847-  0    XF  45 

1848-  0    XF  45 

1851-  0    MS-63  +  /65  2100 

1852-  0    XF  300 

1853      VF  68 

1855      VF-30  50 

1855-  0    VG  12 

1856-  0    AU   90 

1857      XF/AU  80 

1857-  S    AU-50/55   450 

1858-  0    XF  45 

1860      VF  55 

1860  XF  125 

1861  XF  45 

1863-S    Ch.AU  250 

1867  XF/AU  100 

1868  XF  230 

1869-S    XF  40 

1871       MS-63   850 

1872-  CCXF  310 

1 873-  CC  No  Arrows,  AU   875 

1874-  S    Arrows,  MS-63  + /65   2250 

1876-S    XF  40 


HALVES 

1879      VF  $  310 

1885      MS-63  1150 

1890      XF  250 

DOLLARS 

1846  Borderline  Unc  $725 

1847  VF-30  175 

1848  XF  600 

1848  XF,  original  dark  toning  .  .  .650 

1849  XF/AU  420 

1849      AU   500 

1850-0    Fine  340 

1857       MS-63    1850 

1859-S    XF/AU  scarce  875 

1859-0    Cleaned  XF  200 

1863      XF  450 

1865      XF/AU  475 

1865  Ch.AUoriginal& dark  ...  .750 

1867       XF/AU  420 

1869      XF/AU  420 

1872      VF  170 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874      MS-63  $950 

1875-  S    XF  120 

1876-  CCVF  80 

1877      AU   220 

1877-  S    XF  130 

1877-S    AU   220 


CONDITIONS 

1.  Graded  by  ANA  standards. 

2.  Full  14  day  return  privilege. 

3.  Orders  over  $200.  postpaid. 

4.  Money  orders  get  immediate  delivery,  checks  must  clear. 

5.  Illinois  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 

6.  Call  collect  to  reserve  orders. 

We  attend  most  major  coin  shows.  Send  us  your  want  list.  We  can  find  the 
coins  you  need. 

Member  ANA,  LSCC,  ILLNA,  MSNS 

MicKael  Vezzetti  Coin  Company 
Box  64 
reru,  Illinois  61354 


Telephone  (815)  224-3133  after  6:30  p.m. 
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GOBRECHT  TRIVIA 
by 

David  D.  Gladfelter 

What  was  Christian  Gobrecht's  earliest  product  for  the  U.S.  Mint?  I  asked 
myself  that  question  recently  and  was  surprised  to  discover  that  it  was  not 
the  1836  pattern  dollar  with  Gobrecht's  name  below  the  base. 

Mint  records  indicate  that  Gobrecht  began  working  at  the  Mint  in  July, 
1835,  and  immediately  set  to  work  with  Thomas  Sully  and  Titian  Peale  to 
prepare  the  new  Liberty  Seated  coinage  designs.  The  three  artists,  together 
with  the  newly  appointed  Mint  Director  Robert  Maskell  Patterson, 
developed  the  design  during  the  following  months.  On  January  8, 1836,  they 
sent  President  Jackson  and  Treasury  Secretary  Woodbury  die  trial  impres- 
sions of  what  basically  became  the  adopted  obverse  Liberty  Seated,  no 
stars  dollar  design. 

Additional  die  trials  followed  and  about  August,  1836,  the  first  reverse  die 
trial  was  submitted.  The  name-below-base  pattern,  the  first  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollar  patterns,  was  not  struck  until  December,  1836.  These  dollars 
were  preceded  by  two  earlier  Gobrecht  patterns,  however.  The  1836  reeded- 
edge  half  dollars  went  into  production  on  November  8,  1836.  Substantially 
earlier  than  that,  Gobrecht's  pattern  Liberty  Cap  gold  dollar,  Judd  67,  was 
designed  and  struck;  the  first  specimen  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury 
Secretary  on  March  14,  1836. 

Submitted  a  few  days  after  the  gold  dollar  pattern  were  several  "First 
Steam  Coinage"  medalets  engraved  by  Gobrecht  to  mark  the  introduction 
at  the  Mint  of  an  important  technological  improvement,  a  steam  powered 
coining  press  utilizing  a  massive  flywheel  and  toggle-joint.  The  press  went 
into  operation  March  23,  1836,  and  the  medalet,  Julian  MT-21,  utilizing  the 
same  Liberty  Cap  obverse  design  as  the  Judd  67  pattern  dollar,  bears  the 
exact  day  and  year  of  the  event. 

But  there  is  an  even  earlier  dated  version  of  the  "First  Steam  Coinage" 
medal,  whose  origins  are,  to  use  the  cliche,  shrouded  in  mystery.  That  is 
the  variety  dated  Feb.  22,  1836,  and  listed  by  Julian  as  MT-20.  Julian  states: 
"The  original  ceremony  for  the  first  steam  coinage  had  been  scheduled  for 
Washington's  birthday,  February  22, 1836.  The  interest  of  our  first  president 
in  the  success  of  the  coinage  was  well  known  and  had  long  been  a  mint 
tradition.  The  February  22  date  had  been  used  before  for  special  events. 
Dies  were  prepared  well  in  advance  and  samples  struck  but  some 
mechanical  troubles  forced  postponement  until  March  23."  Julian  lists 
specimens  in  copper  and  copper-nickel,  the  latter  in  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution. Additionally,  I  have  a  well-worn  specimen  in  brass. 

Therefore,  my  answer  to  the  trivia  question  would  be:  Gobrecht's  earliest 
product  for  the  Mint  was  the  Feb.  22,  1836,  First  Steam  Coinage  medalet, 
Julian  MT-20.  The  medalet  is  a  bit  ordinary  in  design  and  certainly  no 
esthetic  rival  to  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Nevertheless  because  of  its 
historic  importance  and  associations  it  is  one  of  my  favorite  pieces. 
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¥  Julian  lists  several  earlier  medals  ascribed  to  (and  in  some  cases  signed 
by)  Gobrecht,  the  earliest  of  them  dated  1824.  These  are:  PE-6  (Charles  Car- 
roll), AM-17  and  18  (Franklin  Institute),  AM-33  (Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association),  AM-55  (New  England  Soc.  for  Promotion  of 
Manufactures),  and  UN-22  and  23  (Charles  Willson  Peale).  Query,  should 
these  displace  MT-20  as  Gobrecht's  earliest  product  for  the  Mint?  My 
answer  would  be  in  the  negative,  since  Gobrecht  was  not  a  Mint  employee 
until  a  later  date.  Although  the  dies  for  these  earlier  medals  eventually  found 
their  way  into  the  Mint  inventory,  I  suspect  the  medals  were  produced  out- 
side the  Mint.  All  of  the  above  medals  are  illustrated  in  Julian  and  support 
Director  Patterson's  high  opinion  of  Gobrecht  as  an  exceptionally  talented 
engraver. 

References  For  Further  Reading: 

Walter  Breen,  The  Secret  History  of  the  Gobrecht  Coinages,  1836-1840. 
New  York,  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.,  1954. 

R.W.  Julian,  Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint:  The  First  Century  1792-1892. 
Token  and  Medal  Society,  1977. 

Don  Taxay,  The  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage,  Chapter  13.  New  York,  Arco,  1966. 

L.  Forrer,  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medallists,  entries  for  Gobrecht,  vol.  II, 
p.  284,  and  vol.  VII,  pp.  370-73.  London,  Spink  &  Son,  1904  and  1923. 

Cornelius  Vermeule,  Numismatic  Art  in  America,  Chapter  III.  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  Belknap  Press,  1971. 

J.  Hewitt  Judd,  United  States  Pattern,  Experimental  and  Trial  Pieces. 
Racine,  Wisconsin,  Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  1959  and  later  editions. 

David  Gladfelter,  Riddle  of  the  Mint  Steam  Coinage  Medals.  16  TAMS  Jour- 
nal 45  (1976). 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


1 844  XF  Quad-Stripes  $300 

1 846-0  XF  Light  engraving  in  reverse  field  175 

1859-0  UNO.  Polished  400 

1864  Fine,  field  scratches,  toned   180 

1865  VF  220 

1872  XF  220 

1 872-CC  Good  ANACS  (Authentication  Only)  400 


DENNIS  GARSTANG  10  Day  Return 

Box  K  Postpaid 
Belle,  Missouri  65013 

Tel.:  (314)  364-5095  evenings  ANA-LSCC-MNS 
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HALF  DIMES 

1844-0     ANACS  VF-30/30  Retained 

Cud  Reverse  $600 


QUARTERS 

1858 

VP 

1873-S 

VF 

1874-S 

VF 

1874-S 

XF 

1891-0 

Fine 

UAI  UCC 
riALVCO 

1844 

XF  

S60Q 

1888 

AU  

^nn 

DOLLARS 

$20 

1840 

XF-40  

$350 

80 

1845 

VF-20  

325 

60 

1846-0 

VF-35  

 355 

200 

1866 

ANACS  AU-50/50 

900 

220 

1873 

XF-45  

 330 

ANA  Grading.  Checks  must  clear.  MOs  preferred. 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed,  15  Day  Unconditional  Return  Privilege. 

EDWARD  ACKE  BOX  2394  UNIVERSAL  CITY,  TX  781 48 


numismatic 
portfolios 


P.O.  box  9091   •  bakersfield,  California  93389 
(805)831-1211 

A  specialist  In  l  iberty  Seated  coinage  since  1972 
Donald  J.  Vettel  ANA  #R-97048  LSCC  #572 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  FOR  SALE 

20<P 

1875-S        VF-30:  choice  and  original    $  95 

1853  XF-40:  arrows  and  rays,  choice  and  original  $  180 

1856-0         XF-40:  choice  and  original  60 

1 864-S        XF-40:  attractive  appearance,  better  date  65 

1 872  VF-30/35:  choice  and  original,  better  date  50 

1 874  VF-30:  with  arrows,  choice  and  original  85 

1881  F-1 2:  very  scarce,  nice  for  grade  200 

$1 

1844  MS-60:  attractive  and  original   ^^^OO 

1 846-0  AU-50:  very  scarce,  attractive  and  lusterous  750 

1847  VF-30:  choice  and  original,  perfect  for  type   200 

1 852         AU-50  original  strike,  excessively  rare  with  only  1 1 00 
minted.  The  Simon  specimen  offered  in  1981  for 
$1 0,750.  Comes  with  original  Simon  flip,  choice  and 
lusterous.  Nicely  toned    6900 

1 859-0         XF-45:  bright  and  somewhat  baggy.  Still  nice  225 


TERMS  of  SALE: 

1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  graded  by  ANA  standards.  100  day  unconditional 
return  privilege. 

2  Phone  orders  taken  between  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  PST.  Please  call  collect.  Approval 
'  sales  to  regular  customers  only.  Postal  money  orders  and  cashiers  checks  get 

immediate  delivery.  Allow  2  weeks  for  other  checks  and  money  orders  to  clear. 
3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  please  add  6%  sales 

tax. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


First  of  all  let  me  thank  the  membership  for  voting  my  article  "Liberty 
Seated  Dollars,  Rarity  and  Price  Analysis"  the  club  journalistic  award.  I 
have  received  about  50  calls  and  letters  since  its  publication  and  while 
most  are  favorable,  all  had  some  suggestions  and/or  criticisms.  Perhaps 
what  I  appreciated  most  were  the  comments  such  as  'It  doesn't  really  mat- 
ter if  you  were  absolutely  right  on  every  date.  At  least  you  got  some 
dialogue  going  on  a  very  understudied  series'.  It's  a  remark  like  this  that 
makes  me  think  my  efforts  were  worthwhile. 

It's  amazing  how  in  just  a  few  short  months  the  Seated  Dollar  market  has 
changed.  Due  to  the  price  run  up  of  last  year,  some  really  tough  dates  have 
started  to  appear  more  frequently,  especially  the  1859,  1860  and  1861.  The 
latter  of  these  three  I  probably  overrated  considerably.  On  the  other  hand, 
dates  which  we  know  to  be  tough,  but  have  not  experienced  similar  price 
appreciation  are  still  almost  impossible  to  locate.  The  1868  and  1869  come 
most  often  to  mind  in  this  category.  It  could  be  they  are  around,  but  that  no 
one  wants  to  sell  until  the  trade  papers  recognize  them  as  uncommon 
dates.  Finally  it  seems  there  has  been  some  softening  of  the  prices  since 
February  1982,  expecially  in  uncirculated  grades.  The  true  collector 
however  should  welcome  this  occurance.  It  simply  provides  an  opportunity 
to  get  involved  in  this  exciting  series  before  everyone  recognizes  how  rare 
these  beautiful  dollars  really  are. 

My  next  project  is  a  study  of  Seated  halves.  If  any  of  the  membership 
have  some  thoughts  to  pass  on,  I'd  deeply  appreciate  a  call  or  letter.  Please 
feel  free  to  call  collect  after  5  p.m.  PST. 

Donald  Vettel 
P.O.  Box  9091 

Bakersfield,  California  93389 
Tel.  (805)  831-1211 


I  appreciated  your  article  on  the  1867  recut  date  dollar.  My  XF  specimen 
also  has  a  recut  date  and  I  observed  another  XF  specimen  last  month  which 
also  had  the  date  recut.  It  seems  that  the  1867  recut  date  variety  may  be 
more  common  along  the  lines  of  the  1853  Chin-Whiskers  and  1844  quad- 
stripes  varieties.  Two  1856  dollars  that  I  recently  examined  had  a  very 
noticeable  die  crack  on  the  reverse  at  4  o'clock  running  from  the  arrow  tip 
to  the  second  A  in  AMERICA.  I'm  wondering  how  common  this  may  be. 
There  are  so  few  varieties  in  the  dollar  series  but  interest  is  mounting  so  I'm 
sure  more  will  come  to  light. 

Dennis  Garstang 
LSCC  #481 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


After  reading  your  article  on  the  1867 
dollar  with  the  recut  date,  I  checked  my  XF 
specimen  and  it,  too,  was  the  recut  date 
variety.  There  was  no  sign  of  any  recutting  on 
the  7  as  you  mentioned. 

Checking  my  other  dollars  revealed  that 
my  1859-S  had  a  positioning  mark  under  the  1 
as  shown  in  the  drawing  to  the  right.  I  haven't 
checked  any  other  specimens  but  thought  It 
might  be  of  interest  to  the  membership. 

Ron  Zak 
LSCC  #643 

I  read  with  interest  your  article  on  1840-0  half  dollar  die  varieties  in  the 
Collective  Volume  Number  One  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  After  reading  the 
article,  I  looked  at  my  1840-0  half  and  found  that  it  displayed  the  die  cracks 
of  your  Variety  6.  In  addition,  my  piece  displayed  a  die  crack  from  the  top  of 
the  right  wing  along  the  left  serif  of  the  M  and  into  the  denticles.  This  coin 
was  solidly  struck  on  the  obverse  with  a  number  of  recut  stars,  but  was 
rather  flatly  struck  on  the  reverse  and  was  particularly  weak  through  the 
eagle's  head,  left  leg  and  left  talon.  This  appears  perhaps  to  be  a  later  die 
state  of  the  piece  that  you  described.  My  piece  is  in  the  XF-45  range  and 
might  display  some  characteristics  not  shown  on  your  coin. 

James  C.  Gray 
LSCC  #664 


I  note  with  approval  the  new  rarity  and  price  analysis  of  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  by  Donald  Vettel  in  Issue  #24.  However  I  note  several  omissions 
from  the  listing  and  wonder  if  these  were  intentional  or  an  oversight. 

In  his  listing  Don  omits  the  "1851  restrike,  date  centered"  and  the  "1852 
restrike".  Both  of  these  varieties  were  included  in  Ron  Severa's  listing  of 
"Liberty  Seated  Dollars  -  Scarcity/Availability"  in  Issue  #8  since  he  did  not 
distinguish  between  the  original  and  restrike  varieties.  I  wonder  if  the  Vet- 
tel rarity  and  price  analysis  would  be  significantly  affected  by  a  considera- 
tion of  these  two  additional  categories.  I  also  wonder  why  no  mention  was 
made  by  Vettel  of  the  1866  No  Motto  dollar.  Two  coins  are  known  of  this 
date.  Since  Don  did  mention  the  1873-S  and  suggested  that  those  struck 
were  melted,  he  didn't  overlook  these  three  dates  because  of  their  rarity.  A 
last  question,  where  does  he  get  his  information  that  only  300  were  struck 
and  not  700  as  shown  in  the  Red  Book? 

Bob  O'Brien 
LSCC  #363 


30 


In  response  to  Bob  O'Brien  let  me  briefly  deal  with  the  mintage  figure  for 
the  1873-S  dollar  and  the  fact  that  I  did  not  include  the  1866  No  Motto  in  my 
analysis.  The  300  figure  in  the  article  is  simply  a  typo.  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  700  figure  in  the  Red  Book  is  incorrect.  As  for  the  1866  No 
Motto,  I've  always  regarded  that  piece  as  a  pattern.  At  the  very  least  it  was 
not  intended  for  regular  circulation.  I  would  extend  this  feeling  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  1851  and  1852  restrike  dollars.  As  a  purist,  I  have  a  hard 
time  feeling  that  the  restrike  coins  are  really  legitimately  part  of  the  set. 
The  restrikes  were  made  from  10  to  15  years  after  the  originals  and  were 
produced  only  to  satisfy  collector  interests.  The  prices  I've  listed  are  for 
originals  and  to  me  they  are  much  more  desirable  as  such.  Obviously  many 
do  not  agree  with  me  about  restrikes.  One  need  go  no  further  than  a  con- 
sideration of  the  lore  and  price  records  attached  to  the  1804  restrike  dollar. 
Still,  I  find  much  more  satisfaction  in  collecting  coins  which  I  know  the 
mint  intended  for  circulation.  Since  there  were  only  2400  of  the  1851  and 
1852  originals  coined  in  total,  these  two  dates  remain  the  rarest  and  most 
prized  pieces  within  reach  of  most  Seated  dollar  collectors. 

Donald  Vettel 
LSCC  #572 


LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIME  SALE 


1 837       Small  Date  $55  1 852-0 

1839-  0     Fine  25  1853 

1840-  0     With  Drapery,  Good   32  1855 

1843       Fine,  see  page  38  of  1857 

Collective  Volume  25  1858 

1844-0     Large  OG/AG   45  1858-0 

1 848       V-1  Nick  near  1  VG-F  15  1 859-0 

1850-0     V-4Fine  25  1860 

1851  V-laVF  25  1868-S 

1852  V-3  VF,  some  nicks  18  1869-S 

1871 


Good  $30 

Arrows,  VF-XF  25 

VF  20 

Fine  10 

V-2VG-F  12 

V-3  VG-F  20 

V-2  Fine  20 

VF  15 

Good  8 

V-2  Good  8 

VF  22 


Grading  by  ANA,  Photograde.  10-day  return  option.  Add  $.50  to  help 
with  postage  and  insurance.  Checks  must  clear.  Michigan  residents 
add  sales  tax. 


FRED  LOCKE      LSCC  #665 

P.O.  Box  301    •    Walled  Lake,  Michigan  48088 
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THE  DOUBLE  PUNCHED  MINTMARK 
ON  AN  1890-S  DIME 
by 

Tedd  Stickel 


I  thought  that  the  club 
members  might  be  interested 
in  the  photo  of  the  mintmark 
of  an  1890-S  dime  as  shown 
in  the  jB4x  picture  to  the  right. 
The  mintmark  measures 
about  0.8mm  in  height  and 
the  coin  appears  to  be  an 
Ahwash  A-2  except  for  the 
mintmark.  At  first  I  thought 
it  might  be  an  S/S  variety  but 
it  turned  out  to  be  an  un- 
listed variety  shov\/ing  a 
double  punched  mintmark. 


REGIONAL  MEETINGS  OF  LSCC 

Two  regional  meetings  of  LSCC  have  been  scheduled  for  the  spring  of 
1983.  A  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Metropolitan 
New  York  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  Vista  International  Hotel  in 
the  World  Trade  Center  in  New  York  City.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00 
p.m.  on  Friday,  March  25,  1983.  Information  on  the  location  of  the  meeting 
will  be  available  at  the  registration  desk  at  the  convention. 

A  second  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Central 
States  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  in  Dear- 
born, Michigan.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00  p.m.  on  Friday,  April  8, 
1983.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  announced  at  the  convention. 

We  have  planned  these  meetings  to  provide  members  with  an  opportuni- 
ty to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  have  found  that  such  sessions  are  very 
valuable  in  creating  new  ideas  for  articles  that  have  appeared  in  the  journal. 
You  can  never  tell  when  your  experiences  with  a  given  date  may  stimulate  a 
lively  discussion  among  fellow  collectors. 

The  Editor 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 


BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 


8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 
TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 
LM-ANA-1541 
PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1 -(2 15)872-4936 

112  S.Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


